Dr Pepper, whose System of Medicine is probably familiar to many, is still quite a young man, and looks fully ten years younger than his age. His lecture was a most able, interesting, and instructive one on Pleurisy; and both he and Dr Wood handled these subjects in a thoroughly scientific manner, very different from the schoolmaster type, which is far too common in the American schools.
At his hospital clinique the following day he illustrated his lecture with cases taken from the wards. He is a thorough physician of the old school in his desire to do, if possible, without the aid of the surgeon, and in treating empyema he prefers the introduction of a small tube through the canula, by means of which the pus may gradually filter away, to the free incision which is so commonly practised elsewhere. Neither is he one of those learned sceptics who tell you that Nature is the only healer, and the less she is interfered with the better; but he told me that the more experience he gained the more convinced he became of the great value of drugs judiciously administered.
The students here are thoroughly instructed in medical diagnosis by an assistant professor, or, as we would call him, a clinical tutor. Dr Musser's class is ably conducted, and the teaching is 011 a sound anatomical basis. He was the first man whom I heard sternly interdicting the too-fast going of some of his students, telling them that when they had learned to appreciate percussion they might begin to learn auscultation. (To be continued.)
